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Author’s Message  

   

Having authored numerous guidebooks in the past related to seeking internships abroad, which 

received an overwhelming response from successive batches at my alma mater, the next logical step 

was to draft a guidebook for grad school aspirants seeking admission into top US universities. The 

previous guidebooks were published as interviews via alumni-connect programs and given their 

tremendous popularity amongst students, I felt a yearning to come out with something more than just 

internship guidance. Over the years, Nikhil, Rajat and I have been supporting a lot of students in their 

grad school endeavours. It was their idea that a comprehensive article encompassing the A-Z of grad 

school applications would be immensely helpful to the students & graduates of our beloved alma-

mater and to the wider student community in India. It is noteworthy to mention here that an estimated 

100,000 Indian students travel annually to the US to join different graduate programs. This statistic 

alongside my thirst for writing propelled me to leave my former organization in May '18 and spend the 

next three months putting pen to paper and outlining my thoughts before the semester began at 

Berkeley. This book is the fruit of all the labor that went in during the summer of '18, not to mention 

the editing, formatting, and refining from foreignadmits.com which metamorphosed my nascent draft 

into published literature in its current form.                 
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Author’s Introduction 

Hey guys! I am Anurag Roy, a graduate student pursuing my MS/PhD program at the Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, UC Berkeley. I work at the Surface Sciences and Engineering Laboratory (SSEL) 

under the advisement of Prof. Kyriakos Komvopoulos. My present research focuses on design, 

synthesis and characterization of nano-coatings of amorphous-Carbon for Heat Assisted Magnetic 

Recording (HAMR) technology. Alongside, I have participated in research encompassing Tribology, 

fracture mechanics and laser-based additive manufacturing over the years. I graduated as the Medallist 

of my batch from the Indian Institute of Technology (BHU), Varanasi in 2016 having completed an 

Integrated Dual Degree (B.Tech + M.Tech) in Mechanical Engineering. Thereafter, I worked at Eaton 

Corporation  for a span of ~2 years on automobile transmissions in their Value Analysis & Value 

Engineering (VAVE) division. My schooling was done at the Atomic Energy Central School in 

Anushaktinagar, Mumbai, also the place where I grew up amongst India's nuclear community.   

  

Contact Details:   

LinkedIn:  www.linkedin.com/in/anurag-roy-berkeley 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/anurag.roy.3745 
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1  

Getting Started and General Timelines 

 

This is undoubtedly the toughest part, the most intimidating phase in the whole process because once 

you are able to successfully break the inertia barrier and get started, trust me-you will be on the roll!!! 

The whole step-by-step procedure of grad school applications is designed such that once you are in the 

pipeline (starting with GRE/TOEFL prep), you are bound to finally end up at the other side of the tunnel 

i.e. your dream university. Making up your mind for grad school as a career choice is really daunting, 

cause it could mean a lot of different things to different people: for a student in final year, it could 

mean giving up placements or putting job offers on the backburner; for someone in a stable job with a 

good salary, it could mean giving up a promising career in their present organization and moving along 

to a whole new track & establishing themselves from scratch. Beware of false starts, especially if you 

are fickle-minded. I myself had two or three false starts whereby I read up about general grad school 

stuff without really making up my mind or putting in so much as an effort towards ingressing the 

pipeline. Contacting your immediate seniors who have overcome this hurdle and getting a couple of 

encouraging words is a mode of lethargy shedding that has time and again borne fruit! For professional 

service regarding contacting seniors at esteemed universities abroad, check out foreignadmits.com as 

it is an excellent platform which connects you to the right mentors who in-turn would provide guidance 

based on specific specializations/domains.   

The following timeline lucked out pretty well for me:  

• Aug-Sept 2016: False Starts  

• 14th Nov 2016: Start of GRE prep i.e. entering the pipeline  

• 30th April 2017: Appeared for GRE  

• 27th May 2017: Appeared for TOEFL, utilized May for TOEFL prep  

• June-Aug 2017: Readied all my documents for grad school, contacted seniors for getting my 

profile evaluated, found relevant professors in my field & finalized schools accordingly  

• Week4 Sept 2017: Visited my alma mater. Met thesis adviser from undergrad years to confirm 

recommendations, showed him the final list of universities and sought guidance about potential 

areas of research/doctoral thesis   

• Sept-Nov 2017: Applications to the universities I had selected  

• December 2017: Started mailing profs (3 professors of choice from each of the university, 

keeping a gap of a fortnight)  
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• Jan-April 2018: Received admits, spoke to grad students in these universities about profs, 

potential research advisers, labs, etc. Secured fellowships, funding.    

• 15th April 2018: Confirmed the university as stipulated in the Council of Graduate Schools 

deadlines.   

• May-July 2018: Visa, housing, vaccinations, packing and getting ready for grad school. 

Resignations and completion of office term (in case you are going after a few years of work ex).   

• Aug 2018: Commencement of grad school i.e. Mission accomplished!!!  

Throughout this guidebook, I have made a conscious effort to explain how this timeline was 

maintained, the need to respect certain dire necessities (deadlines) and elaborate on each of the 

timeline points for better clarity, in the interest of potential grad school applicants. That being said, 

every single candidate has his/her own timeline & path that they chalk out in the course of their 

quest for getting into good grad schools. This timeframe worked for me because I could afford to 

stretch the timeline over a span of 2 years & lay out the milestones evenly. A radically different 

track might suit someone else. For instance, a final year undergrad or Dual Degree student might 

be compelled to condense the timeline, given that most of them begin preparing for GRE/TOEFL 

either during their summers or at the beginning of the odd semester of the final year, appear for 

the exams during the Dusshera/Diwali holidays and end up spending the Oct-Dec quarter app-ing. 

Let's now focus on the point of initiation i.e. readying oneself for taking the GRE/TOEFL exams that 

are mandatory requirements for grad school.      
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GRE/TOEFL  

Overview: Once you have made up your mind to pursue the grad school track, there's no looking 

back. The first and foremost step would be to start prep-ing for GRE. The Graduate Records 

Examination (GRE) is one of the most important & absolutely essential exams you need to give in your 

quest for getting into a good grad school in the US. There are certain schools in the US which do not 

need the GRE but these are exceptionally few and certainly not the elite ones. In Canadian grad schools, 

GRE is optional (if you have a great score, no harm in sending it across to the committee for review), 

TOEFL mostly does the trick there, and pretty much how IELTS does it for UK schools. GRE consists of 

three sections: starts with two AWA essay writings, followed by 5 sections (3 verbal + 2 quant OR 3 

quant + 2 verbal if you are really fortunate). TOEFL constitutes of 4 sections- reading, writing, listening 

and speaking. The intricate details have been provided in the paragraphs below.     

  

GRE AWA Essays: For starters, one could commence reading general literature and articles, be it 

the newspaper (I personally found The Hindu to be pivotal in augmenting my vocab and writing skills, 

helped me in scoring a perfect 6/6 in AWA). Novels, short-story collections, magazines will definitely 

help hone your reading and comprehension skills, at the same time teaching you the art of analytical 

writing. In my experience, Kaplan's 'GRE AWA Model Essays' is the book you should be referring to, to 

give you insights into the types of arguments and issues you might encounter during the real exam 

(remember you have to write one of each and there won't be any choice of topic given to you). You 

don't need to read each and every argument or issue but at least 20-30 thoroughly from each so as to 

gather a fair idea of what is expected, on what points the evaluator will grade you, the flow needed to 

make holistic sense, the consistency of ideas and overall texture so that it is worth a read for the person 

grading you.   

Prior to appearing for GRE, I would recommend actually sitting down in front of your 

laptop/computer and giving some sample AWA exams as one often experiences a phase lag between 

the speed of one's thoughts and the speed of typing due to which we often tend to forget some 

thoughts midway and the article's flow appears haphazard later. A great way to overcome this could 

be to spend 2-4 minutes at the beginning of the AWA section itself jotting down the overview of the 

draft you propose to type out in the due course of time: the outline, the basic architecture, scribble 

down the general ideas you would like to incorporate, crisply note down the big fish you will be 

targeting (headings) alongside the small fish (sub-headings). However, don't over-think this; a score of 

              2 
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4.0 or above is enough for grad school and this is more of a cut-off in the profile rather than a hard 

factor for selection/rejection.         

   

GRE Math: Moving onto the quantitative reasoning section (aka math), Manhattan 5 Lb book is a 

must. The math section shouldn't ideally be rocket-science, especially for those who have qualified IIT-

JEE. Rather it might prove to be quite a cakewalk. Interestingly, the Manhattan 5 Lb is very a 

comprehensive book offering a staggering 24 chapters exclusively for mathematics aside from the six 

chapters devoted to Verbal. This is ample from the math standpoint since this section requires only 

practice, practice and practice to muster up your speed and accuracy. The more the practice you put 

into this section, the merrier will be your math score.   

It is surprisingly easy to score a cent % in the math section without much intellectual thought 

or memory power (it's a no-brainer frankly). This is the exact opposite of verbal, which is mostly a 

binary- you either know the word & its meaning/contextual use or you don't. Math is more of a 

mechanical attempt at solving questions the type of which you are already familiar with. I have known 

people who have comfortably cruised through this section as most of the topics covered here were 

part of the Class 10th Board, Class 12th Board and JEE syllabus. Even during the actual GRE, I personally 

used the two quant sections to rejuvenate and reenergize myself for the following verbal reasoning 

portions. That pretty much sums up the math section, put in a bit of labor and 170/170 will be no 

surprise.  

  

GRE Verbal: Oh boy! The intimidating verbal section of GRE, every GRE taker's nightmare. Especially 

since this section pretty much decides your final score. At the end of the day, most students end up 

scoring ~165-170 on math, so the final score actually gets determined by how many marks you lose on 

verbal. A 160+ is a Herculean task but I have known friends scoring as well as 165/170 on verbal and 

making it to the 330s eventually.   

One common misconception that clouds a student's mind is that the more sophisticated words 

s/he knows, the better will be the GRE score. This couldn't be farther away from the truth. Not only 

does one need to know the correct meaning of these less-frequently used English words but at the 

same time understand the context in which one should use them. Note that the text completion 

section tests you for this alongside the meanings. It is very common to encounter two options with 

same/similar meanings in this sub-section's questions and that is where the contextualization of the 

words makes a big difference. Barron's 800 high-frequency words can be a good starting point for 

beginners. Other than that, as I stated before, newspapers (the likes of The Hindu, The Indian Express), 

novels, short-stories, magazines, general literature can assist you in grasping new words and also 
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comprehending the appropriate context in which to use them. Sentence equivalence is also on similar 

lines and checks this only (choosing two similar meaning words which when plugged into the blanks 

will give you two sentences conveying the same inferences). The Manhattan 5 Lb offers six rigorous 

chapters which will cover the gamut of words one might come across while giving the test. The ETS 

official guide is more of a starter-pack and can also be utilized as a quick revision compendium in the 

last stage of prep, particularly for those who didn't get test dates right away. That takes care of your 

words and text completion as well as sentence equivalence leaving Reading Comprehension (RC) to be 

discussed.   

RC is invariably the most challenging of all sections I felt (the other two subsections can be 

managed by memorizing words). For this, the only option one can possibly explore is practicing RC from 

different resources such as Manhattan, ETS official, Princeton, Kaplan, Barron's and more. That way, 

varied texts and paragraphs from a host of books will be touched upon and might make it less 

overwhelming to deal with. I remember getting frustrated with RC particularly chapter 6 of Manhattan 

5 Lb and almost giving up at one moment. But I regained my conviction only when I attempted 

questions from other GRE prep books and it helped in infusing the much-needed confidence for 

cracking GRE. A 160+ on this section will be an uphill task undoubtedly but one needs to endeavour. 

Make a sincere effort to score a 150+, else you wouldn't be able to cross the 320 mark which a good 

cut-off for most grad schools is.   

        

Timeline: Bear in mind that all these word-remembering endeavours are time dependent and the 

word memorization process is extremely volatile, which means if you happen to take a test date one 

month from now, there is a good chance the entire slate will be erased as the d-day approaches.   

A general piece of advice would be finishing up math quickly (it always acts a confidence 

booster, be it the prep mode or the actual exam). Thereafter, you can initiate the formidable Verbal 

section. Once you are done with this, start booking dates as the only thing remaining in your prep will 

be the relatively short AWA section and a few complimentary sample tests (Kaplan, official ETS, 

Manhattan, etc.). I spent a month and half with Math, 3 months with Verbal and a month on AWA/ 

mock tests. However, as soon as I was done with my Verbal prep, I was onto selecting test dates, as 

these aren't available immediately. The sequence is again individual-dependent and as long as you are 

meticulously executing the entire syllabus of GRE, it is fine whichever way you do it. The advice 

regarding booking a GRE slot a month ago stems from the fact that sometimes it can take up to 2 

months to get a date, more so during peak season of Sept-Nov. It is highly likely that you might finish 

prep by May end and might not be able to secure a slot till end July. At the expense of repeating myself, 

I can't stress enough on the need for advance booking of dates.   
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One more thing that is noteworthy here is the need to give as many mock tests as possible, not 

just to ascertain a range of scores you will most-possibly end up securing but more so because it 

accustoms you to sitting for 3-4 hours at a stretch at one location interspersed by just one short break. 

Moreover, be sure to be done with both GRE & TOEFL by end October because most universities accept 

scores for tests taken till 31st Oct only.   

     

Effect on choice of Universities: The mock tests give a pretty fair idea of what's going to be your 

final score. Take it from me, it will be ±5 marks within the range of what you are regularly scoring on 

the mock tests on and average. Good grad schools as a general rule of the thumb prefer scores above 

320. But this is not binding. I know friends who have gone to good universities like Georgia Tech with 

scores ranging from 315-335. Similar range applied to my friends who went over to Cornell too and 

pretty much everywhere in the institutions of repute. So no generalizations about GRE scores can be 

made but safe it is to say that anything over and above 320 means you aren't in a tight spot and it 

won't be a reason to be filtered out. If you end up with a <315 score, you might seriously want to 

consider reappearing for GRE if you genuinely aspire for Tier 1 universities in the US (Canada and other 

popular graduate study destinations don't bother too much about GRE scores).   

Right after your GRE exam, you will be given the option to send your scores free of cost to four 

universities. Instead of arbitrarily mentioning any four random names, it is always better to put some 

thought into it in prior. There are general guidelines available on the internet regarding average GRE 

scores of graduate students who joined a particular university but more often than not these are 

payable services. The better alternative is to choose four universities based on the research work 

ongoing there. For instance, I had seen that a lot of good work on Tribology goes on in the University 

of Pennsylvania, UT-Austin, UC-Berkeley and Georgia Tech. Since there were a lot of good Profs in this 

field of mine at these esteemed universities, I decided for these four provided I scored above 320. In 

my mind, I had already prepared a rudimentary classification:   

Score > 330 implies top schools (the ultra-ambitious),   

320 < score <330 meant I would apply to ambitious schools and   

Score < 320 would imply my moderate & safe options at the end of the test.   

Mind you, it is not compulsory to mention four universities but if you miss out on applying to 

some of the relevant ones, the only downside is that you will have to later apply to these and pay a fee 

to send the scores through. Better to do a bit of study prior to taking the GRE/TOEFL and do it based 

on the score you get (you will be able to see the score once the exam gets over, it all happens within a 
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fraction of a second of the GRE completion). Despite all this big talk, I did mess it up myself. I sent my 

scores to Georgia Tech based on the fact that there were a good number of Profs working in the field 

of my interest (Tribology) only to later decide not to apply there since my top choice of profs weren't 

taking students that year. So goof-ups do happen, don't worry too much about it!      

  

TOEFL: Perhaps the easiest of all pitstops you will wade through during your journey to grad school. 

It is recommended to take this exam within 15-30 days of your GRE as the reading & writing sections 

strikingly overlap with that of the GRE and are surprisingly similar. There is no math in TOEFL, only 

English proficiency evaluation. The other two sections- listening and speaking need to be visited once. 

Each section is evaluated on 30 and four such sections exist, meaning the total exam is out of 120. A 

score above 100 is generally recommended for grad schools and 98+ is needed as a hard cut-off. Keep 

in mind that your speaking section's score will have future implications when you apply for Teaching 

Assistant (TA) positions in universities to fund yourself through school as they demand a 27 & above. 

Priority is given to those students whose speaking section scores are in the range 27-30. At the same 

time, the sectional cut-offs for many universities is a stringent 24/30 so don't mess that up.   

During my study days, a website that was immensely beneficial for preparation was 

https://www.notefull.com/. There are plenty of tutorials available on this website which acts as a one-

stop forum for any & all information related to TOEFL. Just be sure to use up all the free content: 

tutorials, videos, practice sessions. Try not to buy any advanced videos as these will most certainly not 

be needed for an exam as easy as TOEFL (it is common amongst people in countries where English is 

hardly spoken to buy up the advanced learning sessions, you shouldn't have to worry about these). 

Additionally, there also seem to be some TOEFL practice apps for listening and speaking which you 

might want to check out viz. TOEFL Prep by Magoosh available for free on the play store.   

If history is any indication, reaching a little early to the TOEFL exam hall has always proven to be a 

strategic decision. Start your exam before time as other examinees tend to shout loudly into their 

microphones during their respective speaking sections which leads to disruption for co-seaters (seated 

adjacently without a proper partition to filter out noise) who may still be attempting the listening 

sections where one has to intently listen to the content being narrated on the headphones. The sooner 

you go, the better, as you would end the listening section (one of the real toughies) way before the 

others start their disturbing speaking sections and that can make a big difference in your score. All that 

being said, TOEFL is going to be a cakewalk and I can vouch for this fact. I know a friend of mine who 

only read about the basic structure of TOEFL (the exam pattern) on the way to the exam centre while 

seated in the back of a cab and ended up scoring a staggering 111. That tells you TOEFL is nicely sorted 

for most of the English speaking folks.   

https://www.foreignadmits.com/
https://www.notefull.com/
https://www.notefull.com/
https://www.notefull.com/
https://www.notefull.com/
https://www.notefull.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.magoosh.prep.toefl&hl=en_IN


  

https://www.foreignadmits.com     contact@foreignadmits.com  

When you shall be booking a slot for the TOEFL iBT (internet based test), the portal is going to 

ask you to fill up the four university names where you wish to send your scores for free. This is very 

unlike GRE, where you get to do this right after the exam concludes and only after knowing the results. 

I would sermonize here and say- send it to the same set of schools to which you sent your GRE scores, 

prevents confusion later on during actual application season.   
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3 

Profile evaluations & Selection of schools 

 

These two complimentary exercises will go hand-in-hand. To begin with, I am going to present my 

profile to demonstrate the salient points that are likely to be considered in the evaluation process. 

Based on the strength of each of these factors (individual factors have varying weightage in different 

schools), a complete profile evaluation is done quite holistically taking everything into consideration at 

once. No need to be disheartened if you fall short in one or two categories, you can always make up 

for it by overcompensating in the rest. Here goes my profile:  

 

 

Name: Anurag Roy  

GRE: 328 (158 Verbal +170 Math) 6/6 on AWA   

TOEFL: 116/120   (29/30 in each of the four sections)  

Education: 5-year Dual Degree program (B. Tech & M. Tech) in Mechanical Engineering  

Institution: IIT (BHU), Varanasi  
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CPI: 8.72/10 on absolute grading scale  

Department Rank (DR):  1 / 130 Gold Medallist  

Internships and research experience:  

a) Bhabha Atomic Research Centre - 3 months summer internship - "  Effect of Laser Surface  

Treatment on Stainless Steel AISI-316"   

b) L & T, Mumbai - 3 months summer internship - " Material Sampling &Testing Plans"  

c) IIT-Bombay  - 6 weeks winter internship - "Kinetic Synthesis & Design of Mechanism using MSc 

Adams simulation"  

d) University of North Texas, USA - 3 month summer internship - "Laser Assisted Al- 

Tungsten Coating on Al-alloy for Enhanced Wear Performance"  

e) Florida Institute of Technology, USA - 3 month summer internship - "Surface Morphology of 

Plasma-sprayed & Characterization of laser-treated Thermal Barrier  

Coating Materials"  

f) My BTP (B. Tech Project) was on "Enhanced Tribological Properties of Aluminum using Laser 

Assisted Tungsten coating" (an extension of my work that I had done in Texas during my 

internship).  

g) My MTP was on the topic "Experimental Investigation into the Fracture Properties of Additive 

Manufactured Heterogeneous Materials" which was partly done at UPMC-Paris, France and IIT-

BHU. Experiments in the former, and analysis and dissertation in the latter.  

Teaching Assistantships: 3 Mechanical Engg subjects (Mechanics, Thermodynamics, and 

Manufacturing) + 1 laboratory tutor for Strength of Materials lab  

Publications: 1 Springer journal publication + 1 Scopus journal publication + 1 international conference 

paper + 1 national conference presentation  

Mentorship: Institute Mentor to 10 freshmen, each during my pre-final and final years. Student 

representative at the Department Undergraduate Committee of Mechanical Engg in final year.   

Work Experience: ~2 years work ex at Eaton Corporation by the time I join the grad program  

Nature of Work: Value Analysis & Value Engineering (VAVE) finding avenues for cost out on Heavy Duty 

and Medium Duty automobile transmissions through new manufacturing techniques, weight 

reduction, design changes and resourcing options.   
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Volunteer: Was the founder of the Varanasi Chapter of Barefoot International, a global NGO that aims 

to promote inclusive education/ education-for-all. As part of that, we helped organize fund-raisers in 

collaboration with Prof. Ross Bagully from UC Boulder and aided a school meant for the underprivileged 

called the Buddha Smile School.  

Recommenders:   

a) Professor at IIT-BHU with whom I worked for my BTP & MTP  

b) Supervisor from my 3rd year summer internship at North Texas  

c) Research adviser for 4th year summer internship at Florida Tech   

 

This above sums up my profile and these are primarily the factors that have a direct impact on the 

strength of your app.   

  

Getting your profile evaluated by grad students: One needs to jot these down and send it 

across to graduate students studying in the universities where you are initially planning to apply (this 

initial selection is based upon the existence of a good number of professors in your area of interest in 

that ABC university as discussed in the GRE section). Foreignadmits.com can help you in finding and 

connecting with graduate students studying at different universities. Since the grad students there 

have a fair idea of their peers in the same university & with what profile people have got in, they will 

be able to better guide you as to whether your app stands a fair chance of selection or you can improve 

upon some areas/categories & then apply. For example, one of my seniors & mentors advised me to 

have a few more papers before I started applying. To bridge that gap in my profile, I swung right into 

action and ensured I submitted one good paper in a Scopus journal & another was presented in an 

international conference which later got published in its proceedings, both from my undergrad work.    

Word of caution: Don't base your app only on one senior's suggestion or evaluation. Consult at least 

2-3 graduates in the same department of the school in which you intend to join and see their response. 

At foreignadmits.com you can seek a number of mentors in your respective field. If most of them 

encourage you to go ahead, that's definitely a good sign. As a matter of fact, they might even end up 

letting you in on some internal university secrets. Many a times grad students witness selections first-

hand with the committee members during the admission process and know which attributes are more 

sought after and which need to be highlighted.   
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Important Factors at play: It is common among many schools to give importance to scores (DR, 

CGPA, GRE/TOEFL) whereas others predominantly look at your prior research records while some 

might even favour students with strong recommenders. That is why alongside your own profile, your 

recommender's profile also matters a lot. If your prof is eminent enough that everyone in that specific 

research domain knows his/her name well, then his/her Letter of Recommendation (LoR) is practically 

your ticket to that university.   

Astonishing as it may sound but there are still other schools who prefer candidates with a little 

bit of work experience in the sector which is closely related to the grad program. For instance, if you 

work for a core company, say Applied Materials and decide to join a MS/PhD program in materials 

science, those 2-3 years of work ex will significantly add to the breadth of your profile. On the other 

hand, if you are working for a non-core company for 2-3 years and then revert back to the Mechanical 

Engg Department for a graduate program, the work ex might not harm your application per se but will 

do you no good either. In the former scenario, you will have academic + industry experience in your 

application as against students who will be applying directly at the end of their final year with only 

academic background.   

Another way of looking at it is that you can use your years of work ex to publish more papers 

from your undergrad which might not have been possible due to the academic pressure during college. 

Or give GRE/TOEFL after more thorough preparation that might have been a difficult proposition to 

combine with semester studies. Instead of crunching the entire timeline into one year i.e. the final year 

of your college life, you can stretch it comfortably while working in an organization (preferably PSUs 

or chill companies that don't have much workload) spreading it across one-three years of your work 

experience. Plan your placements accordingly, do not be lured into high paying jobs that will crush any 

free time you might possibly get at the end of the day. I have a few friends in "fat pay-cheque" firms 

but they have had to either forego their dreams of higher studies because of the intense work pressure 

(despite having a strongly entrenched desire to pursue research in their respective fields) or have quit 

their job and prepared at home taking a year's drop. The easy way out would be to wisely choose a 

firm during placement season that offers a decent pay and more importantly, is characterized by a 

pleasant work-life balance.   

From the point of view of hard research output, burn the midnight oil if need be but ensure at 

least one publication, preferably SCI/Scopus journal, before the application season commences in Sept. 

Statistically I have seen very few applicants going for a PhD in tier I institutes without having a single 

publication in their name. It is not mandatory that they need to be in published form, even submitted, 

under-review, under-revision, submitted after revision and accepted stages are equally valued. A 

research publication is a force-multiplier since it is concrete proof that the work you have done so far 
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is worth adding to the scientific literature and has gone through an exhaustive review process by a 

peer group in that domain.       

The role of internships in uplifting your grad school app profile can never be discounted. One 

area the selection committee surely reviews is the quality & quantity of research work you 

accomplished during your internships. These would be gauged by the publications or conference 

presentations that culminated from this work. If your internship project gets published somewhere 

(say, even in a decently good journal), that will supplement your profile to a great extent. Not only 

publications (hard research output), but also the recommendation you receive from the internship 

supervisor/ adviser will prove priceless because s/he can vouch for your work ethic & passion for 

science, corroborate the points you have written in your CV including instruments you have got hands-

on experience with, projects you have been actively associated with alongside software you have 

mastered.  

Students who have been recipients of prestigious internship programs like SN Bose, Mitacs, 

Charpak, DAAD, Yes Honda, etc. get an edge over other candidates as these programs have a very 

rigorous screening process so the students who intern through these agencies come pre-vetted. 

Structured programs undeniably increase your credibility in the grad school selection process. 

Nonetheless, that does not in any way imply that if you haven't been a part of these programs, your 

app is any less attractive. I myself never went through any such structured programs, yet ended up 

getting into the ambitious lot of universities.  Before concluding this sub-section, let me state one thing 

very categorically- Do NOT be under the impression that foreign internships are any better than one in 

IISc or the top IITs of our country. IISC Bangalore routinely sends grad students to the finest of institutes 

the world over and the professors sitting there are very well-intertwined in the scientific network 

spanning continents. So there is no need for cynicism or disheartenment if one is not able to go abroad 

for an internship. It is better to work under a renowned prof in IISc or in any of the top IITs than visiting 

a tier II or tier III university outside. Take due note of this point and eliminate such plaguing 

misconceptions once & for all.   

(You can surely try the SOP & LoR support from foreignadmit.com for getting a good document for 

your application)        

 

Cluster of Profs: For PhD, you might want to look for a cluster of professors in that university 

because more often than not, Profs abroad work in groups by pooling their resources. As a 

consequence, there is a high probability that if you find one professor working in your area of interest, 

there will be at least 2 or 3 more of them in the same domain doing slightly nuanced work. This way, 

even if one of them is not hiring students in his/her group, there's a profoundly good chance the other 

two/three Profs in that cluster might recruit you. This apparent clusterization is beneficial to most 

aspirants too since it reduces the chance of your app being rejected on the grounds that all three 

https://www.foreignadmits.com/
https://www.foreignadmits.com/


  

https://www.foreignadmits.com     contact@foreignadmits.com  

professors are not hiring fresh grads that particular year. Exhaustively read about their current 

research and understand the idea they are working towards through their webpages, Google Scholar 

or Research Gate profiles, etc., before mailing them. Shooting emails (not simultaneously) at the 

beginning of the Fall semester might be a good idea as most profs are kind enough to inform you if 

they are not taking new students in their respective groups for the upcoming years. Send a reminder 

in a fortnight if you don't hear back from them and if there isn't any response from them in over a 

month, move onto the next Professor of choice at that university.  

 

Dilemma between MS or direct PhD: The confusion pertaining to whether to apply for MS or to 

go straight for PhD has baffled the minds of countless students. I feel it is a personal choice. If you wish 

to take up a job in the industry and don't think you will have the tenacity to pull through 5-6 years of 

dedicated research, MS is the way to go. It is short and sweet and majority of the students end up 

getting a good job with a decent amount of effort in the States. You will be involved with a prof for a 1 

year Masters' thesis and might take up RA (Research Assistant)/TA (Teaching Assistant) positions in the 

meantime to support your expenses as Masters are never funded (barring some exceptionally talented 

cases). The rest continue their Masters' research work into a full-time PhD. The advantage is that you 

get to work with the prof for about a year or two understanding his/her working style and whether you 

are fit for that lab culture. If you already have a Masters' degree, PhD happens be the most obvious 

next step in the academic ladder.   

  

The Problem with Double Masters: Double masters is strongly discouraged in the US and many 

schools outright reject MS applicants who already have a Master’s Degree or are currently enrolled in 

one. This is a great disadvantage for Dual Degree students as technically we don't do the full 2-year 

Masters and our M. Tech part is more of an extension of the B. Tech with a few more courses & one 

more project (MTP). If you do wish to app for a MS program when you already have a prior Masters', 

you might want to email the graduate committee well in advance to enquire if this is allowed in their 

institution. Explain your situation and emphasize on why a second Master's is needed or will prove 

worthwhile for your career plans (say you work on engineering materials while in Mechanical Dual, tell 

them that a Masters in Materials Science will be more suited for your career prospects and it will open 

you to the frontier areas of materials which won't be possible if you do a masters in Mechanical again).  

 

Classification of Schools: The general trend is to apply to 6-10 universities and distribute them 

equally amongst Safe-Moderate-Ambitious categories. Even if you have a great profile, don't get 

excessively flamboyant and aim for all the premier institutions.   
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  Safe schools would be ones where you are certain to receive one admit, like a 90% assurance that 

they will revert back positively. The guarantee usually comes from seeing students with your profile 

always hitting these schools with a positive outcome. Many a times, if you have interned in a particular 

university and ended on a good note, you are guaranteed a seat because of the professor's 

recommendation with whom you worked. So it would classify as your safety school (like no matter 

what, you will get an admit for sure). This is done to ensure you have a fall back option. Maybe you can 

apply to one amongst the top 100 in your field and consider one amongst them as a safe bet.   

Moderate universities are the ones where you have a fair chance of being admitted if everything 

goes well with your app but that element of assurance is missing. It is impossible to foretell which one 

will welcome you while which school will reject your application, however, over the years, having 

studied the different profiles of numerous seniors & peers as well as that of one's juniors (not to 

mention the gazillion profiles on the MS in US Facebook group), one develops a competency in gauging 

the probability of an accept. The top 50 universities in your stream might be considered in this 

category. Most of the times, these are the good state universities of US: Ohio State, North Carolina 

State, Penn State, Michigan State, Washington State, etc.   

Coming to the ambitious choices, the top 10 are traditionally regarded as the difficult ones to 

crack. MIT, Stanford, UC-Berkeley, Caltech, CMU, Princeton, Ivy Leagues typically fall under this 

category. It is really a different ballgame that goes on in the selection process in these universities and 

nothing can be said with the slightest of certitude. I personally applied to three ambitious colleges and 

ended up getting only one admit from amongst these three and it's very hard to say with surety if one 

school accepts you, whether the others in your list will or won't. Mark my words- Never be afraid to 

apply to these. Many bright candidates lose out, not because of the weakness of their profiles but 

because of the weakness of their minds & self-doubt by not applying in the first place. Don't do that. 

Talk to graduate students in the respective universities (refer foreignadmits.com), see which area of 

your profile needs fine-tuning and hone it accordingly. 

Do this & just apply. 

When the admissions come pouring in, you will be glad you did!!!  
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Grad School Locked & Loaded (follow step by step):   

a. Choose a topic you will like to work on during your graduate years  

b. See the good schools that have a flourishing research in this area  

c. Jot down your profile (as shown above)  

d. Contact grad students in the universities you selected to see how your profile stands   

e. Rectify or augment your profile based on their suggestions  

f. Look for cluster of Profs in your research domain  

g. Communicate with prospective research guides (Profs) to see if they have vacancies   

h. Choose a program based on whether MS or PhD is more suited to your interest and whether the 

school allows you for that program (case in point: Double Masters) 

i. School selected!!!   
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4  

Grad-school documents- SOP, Personal Statement, 

CV & Letter of Recommendations 
  

It sounds simple but if I am being honest, this step couldn't be more critical and an overwhelmingly 

high proportion of students struggle with the first two items. Giving due thought into your personal 

statement & SOP (there's a slight difference, so don't confuse the two), drafting your resume, seeking 

recommendations could be more challenging than one can anticipate. The last  one (reco) is not in your 

hands and almost always boils down to your rapport with your professors, internship supervisors, 

thesis advisers and other professionals you worked with during your academic years.   

 

Statement of Purpose (SOP): The SOP is used by the selection committee to ascertain how you went 

about developing yourself as a researcher, how a certain subject struck a chord in your heart and how 

your journey has been till date in your quest for excellence in that field. Often confused with the 

personal statement, these two essays are sometimes used interchangeably (by mistake). But more 

often than not, universities ask for two separate documents to assess you. The personal statement as 

a matter of fact is reviewed by the funding authorities to see if you qualify for scholarships/ renowned 

fellowships. It reads more like an article that paints your background, the different influences in your 

life, your motivations, your career aspirations, the person you were and aspire to be, etc. That's the 

basic foundation of the personal statement, more on that in the later sections. 

 

The SOP would essentially begin with the standard revisit to "cracking the IIT-JEE" days and 

landing upon your choice of branch & institute. There are several templates (many of them being epic 

fails) that students use with annoying frequency. I have lost count of the number of times aspirants in 

the field of robotics have resorted to the cliché 'robotic car as a gift in their childhood being the 

motivation to take up electronics' story or 'visit to the local engineering factory or a pit-stop at the 

mechanic's garage' as the reason for them aligning to Mechanical Engineering. 

This is just ridiculous! I mean you might not really have a background story but don't make things up. 

 

The norms of sound reasoning would dictate that you speak about your penchant for 

thermodynamics, kinematics & mechanics, rudimentary machine elements (remember the problems 

with the monkey on the rope-pulley system of HC Verma) during JEE prep days to justify one's decision 

to take up a stream such as Mechanical. I expressed my inclination for the previously stated physics-
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based topics of 11-12th grade to advance the argument for Mechanical Engg. To be honest, I had taken 

up Biochemical initially as my subject because my rank compelled me to do so but the truth is in every 

other institution I applied to (I had a good AIEEE rank), my first choice was invariably Mechanical Engg. 

Moving along on the SOP's initial para, maybe someone's deep rooted passion for organic & inorganic 

chemistry, liking for physical chemistry being the premise for choosing Chemical (although Chemical is 

more than just that) will seem very natural. Or even better, say you took Computer Science as a subject 

in your 12th vocational and landed up in the circuitry branches, it would seem like a totally logical 

decision. Makes much more sense this way by narrating your real-life incidents (written in the form of 

a nice anecdote) rather than concocting commonplace stories ripped from the standard templates. 

 

Next, you can describe the phase where topics in the stream started captivating you and how 

that came to pass: could be an awesome course you took under an excellent teacher or did a short 

exploratory project or maybe took your chances & undertook an internship in, might be that you 

attended a conference & happened to like the state-of-the-art research which was being presented 

there. In my case, the first-year summer internship at Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) in 

materials really fascinated me and catapulted me into the amazing world of synthesizing and 

characterizing new age advanced material systems. This is a topic to which I stuck all throughout the 

internships, BTP, MTP and even my PhD is going to be on that topic.  

 

”State with clarity in the SOP as to what directed you towards the field of your interest.” 

Once you have completed the basic introduction to the 'how you developed a knack for a certain 

topic', you might want to elaborate all that you did to cultivate your interest. This shall entail the series 

of internships you pursued both in the industry or academia to gain more insights into the said topic. I 

recollect categorically stating how the catena of internships I accomplished through my undergrad 

furthered my passion for materials, be it the industrial co-op at Larsen & Toubro or the succeeding 

research interns at North Texas or Florida Tech at the end of my junior & senior years respectively as 

well as my BTP & MTP. It is customary to delve into the actual research specifics at this moment 

because your SOP should complement your resume by detailing the underlying thoughts & inspirations 

for doing what you did or give a perspective to the events as they unfolded. You can utilize this part of 

your SOP to clearly demonstrate to the grad committee that you have prior research experience (based 

on interests, internships, projects, publications, conferences) which makes you a good fit for higher 

studies.            

 

Aside from all the aforementioned technicalities and only if there is space remaining in the 

1000-word SOP, one can also explore the possibility of touching upon the social work, volunteering 

https://www.foreignadmits.com/


  

https://www.foreignadmits.com     contact@foreignadmits.com  

experiences and extra-curricular activities he/she has been associated with. These elements give a 

more human touch to the college essay and show a well-rounded persona. You might even pitch in a 

few achievements on this front- edited college magazine, secretory to a club in your institute, won 

some sports competition in the regional round, represented school/college in a debate, so on & so 

forth. However, I would strongly advise against solely counting on this point to fetch you an admit, it 

certainly won't. So one short para encompassing the non-academic points should suffice. 

The essay should ideally end on a more university-specific note. Think: you can write about any 

professor's webpage you visited, checked out their recent papers, liked their lab & the nature of work 

there, how you see yourself being a part of certain groups and contributing in the process to the 

ongoing projects. It is a common practice to mention names of 2-3 professors you would like to work 

with during your grad years, it helps the committee map you to the correct group or cluster (At UCB, I 

was placed under the Materials cluster in the Mechanical Department). A statement or two about what 

you intend to do after the completion of your graduate program can help assess your prospective 

career track (say, faculty after graduating with a PhD or PhD right after a MS or a job in the industrial 

house). Framing these beforehand will help the committee place you in correct group- working in a 

theoretical physics group and expecting to enter industry might be simply naive.  

(Foreignadmits.com can also help you in this process as they have professional editors who can assist 

you in tailoring your SOP with unique content for each of the universities you apply to.)  

Overall, the essay needs to exude a sense of convergence and have a natural flow to itself. Like 

the big milestones in your life need to be vindicated - your college selection, choice of stream, falling 

in love with a stimulating subject thereafter, diving deep into it, learning the technical know-how and 

the tricks of the trade, all assiduously developing into a story that culminates at a stage where the next 

logical step for you would be the dream grad school. On the broader canvas, the projects you choose 

to undertake, the courses you opt for, the topic of your internships, the papers you draft and 

painstakingly publish, the conferences you attend, the type and nature of work at the company you 

accept an offer from, even the grad schools you apply to and the programs & profs therein, all need to 

line up cogently. This increases the trustworthiness of your app and makes you look like an aspirant 

with a lot of integrity and character, not to mention a strong sense of purpose. In a nutshell, the SOP 

is the only place where you get to market your skill-set to the grad committee, so do so wisely.          

  

Personal Statement: Be sure not to confuse it with the SOP in the wider sense. Although some 

universities do use these names interchangeably, one needs to be careful and see what has been 

expressly asked for. In the university webpage, there will be a list of documents that need to be 

submitted as part of your grad school application, one amongst them being the SOP or personal 
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statement or both. See what is the general outline of the statement they ask for; if they are asking for 

your research and academic background, your career plans, how the grad course will fit into your 

education objectives, it implies a SOP is what you need to submit. On the other hand, if it is expected 

that you narrate your life experiences, cultural & family background, and the societal impact on your 

academic career, the challenges that your community overcame and you as a person surmounted, then 

a personal statement is in order.        

 

Another point to look out for while differentiating between SOP & Personal Statement is that 

the former's word limit is usually 1000-1200 words (2 pages) whereas the latter would have a 

restriction of ~500 words (1 page). Conventionally, after the selection process by the graduate 

committee is over and you are offered admission, the personal statement comes in very handy. This is 

particularly the case when you are nominated for prestigious fellowships in the university and they 

check whether you truly deserve the financial assistance or not.    

 

The practice of acknowledging any towering figure in your family or community who inspired 

you to take up science & inculcate a scientific temperament is highly encouraged. I, for one, spoke 

about the founder of the Indian nuclear program Homi J. Bhabha who established the Bhabha Atomic 

Research Centre (BARC) in Mumbai. BARC is an institution where cutting edge research goes on in fields 

ranging from nuclear physics to biotechnology, from computer science to materials. I grew up in this 

very campus amongst distinguished scientists and researchers striving day in and day out to steer 

India's scientific prowess. I drew inspiration from this audacious community, who despite crippling 

international sanctions and facing isolation the world over, successfully developed such a strategic 

capability in an indigenous manner and eventually placed India on the nuclear map of the world. Feel 

free to pick out your own role models and recognize them in your essay. 

 

CV/Resume: A grad school CV is like any other job application CV but with more focus on certain key 

areas viz. education, academic background, publications and conference presentations, relevant 

coursework, research projects and internships, etc. Most grad schools ask for a 2-page CV but are 

pretty cool with 3-pages too. However, compact is the buzzword here as this isn't an essay where you 

have the need to explain and substantiate each of your life events and justify the choices you made. 

That's what the SOP and personal statement are for. Always remember, there is a higher possibility of 

the committee selecting you on the basis of a crisp CV rather than a prolonged SOP. 

 

Start with your education, let it be the eye-catcher for the grad committee. Institute names like 

IISc, IITs, NITs, BITS, go a long way in creating a first good impression. A stellar CGPA or top of your class 

rank (say DR 1, 2, 3 positions or top 5% in your batch) would be icing on the cake. Nonetheless do 
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mention your CGPA even if it's in the 7.x or 8.x ranges, your major, the institute of your undergrad as 

these play a pivotal role in the selection process. It is not mandatory to pitch in your 10th & 12th grade 

board exams and the results therein but if you had qualified the boards with flying percentages or 

pointers, wouldn't hurt to put that on your education background. These are hallmarks of a consistent 

and academically well-performing student. If you have space constraints in your CV, this will also serve 

as the first thing to go out the window! 

 

Let your research or publications section follow. If you have undertaken a good number of 

research projects and internships, let it be your trump card. When I was drafting my CV, I tried to bring 

out this side of my profile more eminently as the shining jewel in the crown (again big thanks to the 

grad students & mentors from foreignadmits.com who evaluated my profile and advised me to 

underscore the research section). 3-4 bullet points sequentially elucidating each research 

project/internship in short one-liners will be impactful from the eye-catching perspective. Never forget 

to write the names of your supervisors / guides / advisers along with the project title, duration and 

organization / university where it was conducted. Maybe even consider the proposition of hyperlinking 

the important stuff- university names, professor's webpage, one's own personal website or Google 

scholar profile, etc. Allow your publications, the journals, the conferences, technical reports et al., to 

showcase the talent you possess with regards to not only doing novel research but essentially putting 

pen to paper and contributing to scientific literature. 

 

Education history, research projects and internships alongside publications form the 

cornerstones of any grad school profile. However, if you have worked in a core sector company 

pertaining to the potential grad school major, alluding your technical breadth and maturity to the 

industrial stint would be a commendable feat. The nature of your work, basically the job description 

coupled with the escapades of your time there (think industry sponsored conferences, trade body 

gatherings, recognized certifications, disclosures and patents) ought to give a shot in the arm to this 

section of your resume. 

 

If you want to work as a TA later during the grad years, definitely plug the prior Teaching & 

Mentorship experiences you have amassed during your undergrad. The subjects you were chosen to 

instruct, the duration for the same, the course-code (not really necessary), even the size of the class to 

whom you taught, deserve to make it under this tab. Furthermore, very similar to that in the SOP, a 

fleeting mention of the extra-curricular activities will spur the image of a well-rounded personality. I 

am not a stickler for this section but volunteering certainly gives you an edge over other applicants 

who have only bothered to do good for themselves without indulging in any societal upliftment. 
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For reference, I am attaching a copy of my grad school application CV here, hope this helps. Feel free 

to use the skeleton of the CV but do add the flesh yourself!!!  

 

(If you need any further CV support, you can also visit foreignadmits.com and book me or a mentor 

with an expert writer too.) 

  

Recommendations: Until this point in the guideline, most of the documents and exams that were 

touched upon solely depended on you and your performance in the tests by harnessing your true 

potential. In classical Design for Six Sigma (DFSS) terminologies for a standard P-Diagram, these would 

be categorized as control factors which you can alter at your whim and wish. Yet, now we are venturing 

into unchartered territories of an enigma called recommendations which is rapport-dependent. This is 

beyond your control and the only thing you can actually do to ensure a strong recommendation is to 

seek one from Profs/ guides/ advisers/ supervisors with whom you enjoy a pleasant working & personal 

relationship. Needless to say, don't ask for one from a prof in whose subject you had a bad grade or 

had a troubling relation anytime in class or from the supervisor of an internship in which you didn't 

meet the expectations. In the hierarchy of references, industry-based recommendations are almost 

never assigned the same value as academic ones.      

  

In the majority of universities, there will be a need to submit names of three references. The grad 

application portal will ask for these pieces of information pertaining to the recommender:   

Name;   

Email;   

Designation;   

Address;   

Phone number;   

Relation to applicant.  

Before mentioning their names, it is advisable to mail your reference to ascertain whether s/he 

would like to provide recommendations to you for grad school and if so, how many. 

Unfortunately, (I have heard interesting anecdotes) a few professors refuse to give more than 

five recommendations. In that eventuality, you need to find more than three references to ensure you 

can furnish the name of the fourth person for the remaining universities. However, you don't want to 

spend sleepless nights after realizing that you have given the name of a certain professor/ guide who 

later refused to submit as many recommendations as needed, therefore the better way out is to be on 

the same page as your reference. 
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This is a tricky junction because once you submit the application, the university will directly 

contact the prof/ guide whose email ID you had given, to know more about your credentials and there 

is no way you can fish out what s/he is filling out about you. Best path to take: before starting any 

school's application, talk candidly to the three-four recommenders expressing your interest to join the 

grad program of choice and take their consent for naming them as your references as well as the 

number of universities to which you would like to use their name. Only then proceed with the grad 

app. additionally, always waive your right to view the recommendation. In case you do not waive the 

right to view these, the recommender might feel offended because it appears that you have trust issues 

with the very person from whom you are seeking a recommendation in the first place. 

 

Bear in mind that the prof/ guide from whom you are seeking a recommendation might feel 

disrespected if you jump the gun and state that you would like to see or have a role in drafting the 

recommendation. These are meant to be very confidential documents and ideally, nobody except the 

grad committee is supposed to peruse them. At the same time, you might have an apprehension that 

the said recommender might have forgotten what you did during a short intern stint, years back or in 

a project from the yesteryears. Also, if it's a prof in your institution, just remember that s/he interacts 

with hundreds of students in a batch and over the years, probably thousands. So your fear is totally 

justified. 

 

There is no magic wand to allay the aforementioned fear but one thing you can certainly do is 

to communicate the entire spectrum of your association with them, even attaching documents such as 

your CV, project reports as well as any (internship) certificates in a consolidated email. The content of 

the communication could possibly include the duration of your project, the topic, the instruments you 

mastered along with the relevant software, any key results that were concluded from the study. Don't 

forget to convey if you took any courses that s/he instructs, your grade in it, any other personal or 

professional association over the years (maybe met him in a conference later after graduating or if she 

helped you outside classroom lectures by breaking down a difficult concept into simpler bits). 

Conveying these via email is not a bad idea but never, and I reiterate NEVER tell your prof to write this 

and this. It can prove extremely detrimental if the person feels like you are trying to influence the 

content of recommendation. 

Since most references happen to be professors in academia, they too are bogged down by a 

jam-packed schedule entailing classroom activities, research, grants, conferences, etc. In light of this, 

one should provide 15-30 days' time during which the Profs can fill up the recommendations on the 

link provided by the university and submit the same. Do not rush to the professor saying I only have 

one day left before the deadline so please upload my recommendation right away or ASAP. This is a 
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mark of irresponsibility. Instead, start the process early, communicate with them by Aug-Sept and 

when you complete the applications one after another in Oct-Nov, you will automatically be giving 

some buffer time to the professors to do their part as most deadlines happen to be in Dec. They are 

experienced people who have been helping numerous students with respective recommendations for 

decades so don't pester them again and again inquiring why he/she hasn’t done their job yet. Worst 

case scenario: say a week or 10 days before the hard deadline, you realize you have provided ample 

time to them and by sheer accident it has skipped their mind, there is an option to resend an auto-

generated link for uploading the recommendation on the university portal, use that. Calling or emailing 

them with reminders should be a tactic preserved as a last resort when everything else fails.     
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5  

Applications and deadlines  
  

An overwhelming number of grad schools open their online application portals around mid-end 

September. These remain open until early to mid-December excepting a few which continue till New 

Year's & further. However, for sake of generalization, it would be fair to consider these active during 

the last quarter of the year Q4 spanning October-December. Within this duration, you are expected to 

create a new account for every single university you are applying to, get your profile up & running, fill 

in any and all tabs & information sought from you. There can be no gainsaying the fact that grad school 

applications can be really long, sometimes to the tune of 10-15 tabs, one tab each for say, personal 

information, passport details and travel history, academic credentials, recommender's contact info, 

other miscellaneous aspects relating to your program (MS/ PhD), career plans, prior coursework, links 

to upload the SOP or/and personal statement and the like. Suffice it to say that almost a week goes 

into completing one app. So plan accordingly based on the deadlines i.e. finish the app for a school 

which has an earlier deadline. 

 

You can also take a mentors or counsellors help here from foreignadmits.com as they have 

experienced the path and knows how to do in better ways.  

 

One advice take it or leave it: compile an excel file early on (prior to the start of the apping 

season) whereby you can create a table with the following headings: University name, Deadline, 

Documents Required (copy pasted from the university webpage), Transcripts (whether online 

submission or hard copies to be mailed to university), postal address of the university/department, 

professors of choice, contacts in the university (could be a senior, a friend, an ex-colleague, friend's 

friend), important links to the university application portal, GRE/TOEFL university codes, email address 

of grad committee/office. This will make your job much easier when you actually commence the 

application process in Oct, more systematic and error-free even. Besides, it would act as a one-stop 

document for you, to browse through in case of exigencies. 

 

As you keep completing the apps, make sure to keep a regular tab on them for important 

messages from the grad committee if they seek further information (this is rare but does happen every 

once in a while. I remember being asked to provide some supplementary info about an undergraduate 

subject's course content). So just because the application is over doesn't mean you stop visiting the 

portal. Moreover, you do need to keep a check on whether or not your references have done their due. 

I have elaborated enough on managing recommendations in the previous section but remember your 
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app isn't actually done & dusted until the last recommendation is submitted. Some universities are 

more liberal in the sense that they permit Profs to submit/upload reference letters past the deadline 

but better not to take chances. Also, try your level best to finish an app as early as possible and in the 

worst case scenario a week before the deadline. Many a times servers crash, portals fail, uploads don't 

happen properly because of the sheer volume of applications at the last minute so preclude this 

altogether. 

 

The same argument can be extended to the sending of official transcripts. This is again very 

university-dependent. Although majority wouldn't need an official hard-copy of the transcripts for 

admission procedures, a few do ask for 2-3 copies at times. Keep 5-6 official unopened transcripts in 

your possession before Oct. All schools will require you to upload a scanned copy of the transcripts 

nonetheless so keep that ready too. Visit your undergrad institution or setup a request to obtain the 

said documents (most Indian institutes nowadays have a service wherein they deliver the transcripts 

to your doorstep for a fee). While sending out transcripts to universities abroad, you can use FedEx, 

Blue Dart-DHL or DTDC, etc bearing in mind that the whole process of delivery of documents usually 

takes around a week's time to complete.   
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6     

Admits and University finalization  

The temporary break post-app season: With the arrival of the New Year, you will find yourself 

completely free of all the anxiety surrounding grad applications and it's time to sit back, relax and 

reflect upon the whole exercise while eagerly awaiting results. Triumphs and defeats alike, the results 

will definitely be a constant pin-prick at the back of your mind. As the admission decisions will be rolled 

out from Jan-April, be patient and maintain equanimity without losing hope. Remember, your job was 

to put in best efforts towards securing admission in your dream university and you have 

wholeheartedly done that, so there's no point of fretting over a reject. Sometimes, it can be painful I 

understand, esp. when rejects come straight in a row, worst case scenario from your safe university 

but don't lose heart just yet. 

Awe-inspiring admits will be just around the corner! 

Once all the results are out (99% chance they will be declared before April 15th), get in touch 

with seniors or grad students in those universities (find mentors & international students on 

foreignadmits.com) to know more about the research ongoing there, funding opportunities, professors 

and their work culture (you wouldn't want to join a group where the prof mistreats students or makes 

them slog for years on end or underpays them). This inside information can be revealed only by 

someone in that university. Thereafter, start shooting emails to professors whose research fascinates 

you, once his/her behavioral aspects and funding situation in that particular lab of interest have been 

ascertained. Brace yourself as you might even have to work in a lab for free during the initial phase, 

just contributing to their research activities wherein the professor in-charge assesses you to see if you 

are a good fit for a PhD. This is essentially the case with most MS students I have known. They 

communicate with a prof in the university who agrees to absorb them in the group for a 

complementary semester's work and from the next one onwards assures the student of 

funding/fellowship.  

  

Master’s program: If deciding between varied MS admits, the golden rule goes as follows: go for 

the university that offers you financial assistance, more so if it has a higher academic ranking and 

reputation. Also factor in the location of the university; for instance, California is "the place to be" for 

CS & circuitry branches whereas Michigan, Ohio, Illinois and rust-belt states have a lot to offer for 

Mechanical and other core folks. This will eventually pave the way for you to secure a job with ease. 

That way, you can repay your loan much faster and begin PhD studies too if you want. A low-paying 

job after graduating from a remote tier-2 or tier-3 university will make it very difficult for you from the 
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economic standpoint to return the amount you have borrowed and may delay your PhD plans if any. 

Nonetheless, if there is an option to go for a funded MS in a strategically located place as mentioned 

above, even if the university is not amongst the elite ones, don't ever leave that opportunity. This will 

ensure that you don't have any financial liabilities at the end of your MS program and can pursue your 

next career step without any duress. The weightage for grad school selection amongst MS programs 

should be like:  

 

Funding > Academic reputation of the university > Location of university > Professor of choice.  

  

Doctoral program (PhD): It is different in every conceivable respect while deciding amongst PhD 

admits. One should always prioritize the lab and the professor as well as the exact research overlap 

between your interests and his/her lab projects. There is no point in pursuing a doctoral program for 

5-6 years on a topic that doesn't enthrall you even if it's in universities like MIT, Stanford, UCB, Caltech, 

Harvard and the like. Remember you will be spending half a decade on this very topic and it will pretty 

much define later stages of your career (companies will hire you for the work you did in the thesis or 

post-doc positions will be based on your prior research experience in a certain domain). This is very 

unlike the MS where students finish their thesis on one topic of engineering and end up in consultancy 

or software firms later. So the priority order for choice of a PhD school goes like: 

 

Research interest overlap > Professor > University name and academic standing > Location.    

  

Final Decision-making: Be sure to submit your acceptance/decline an offer before their official 

deadline, which will surely be around end-May (it's different for different universities so keep an eye 

on that date). Also, there is a strict rule amongst the Council of Graduate Schools that ideally you 

shouldn't accept two or more offers. People do ethically violate this principle every now and then by 

accepting a number of offers first on the official portals and then deciding later which one to opt for 

but this is seriously looked down upon and might have undue consequences. To reiterate - take your 

time, consult students and seniors from different universities, speak to your batch mates and friends, 

even reach out to your research advisers in college & internships and then judiciously make the final 

call. That's the right way to finalize your grad school!!!  

  

  

  

  

https://www.foreignadmits.com/


  

https://www.foreignadmits.com     contact@foreignadmits.com  

  

7  

Visa, Travel and Miscellaneous  

  

The visa is undeniably the last piece of the puzzle and once this gets approved, it's pretty much getting 

on a plane and cruising through to your dream destination. However, although rare, there have been 

cases of visa rejections under 214B whereby the applicant hasn't been able to demonstrate or convince 

the consular officer of strong bonds to his/her home country. This leads to a notion that the only reason 

the applicant is going for higher studies is to stay back there and turn into a potential immigrant. You 

need to strictly avoid this situation, even while answering questions like what are your future 

ambitions. State career tracks like you want to come back, join as a faculty in any of the IITs or NITs or 

IISc, or maybe wish to continue working for the same organization in India where you work right now 

but at a higher position & pay grade or wish to start your own company as the market is exponentially 

increasing in India related to a niche domain and the like. Assert that you will visit your parents and 

family every year no matter what, even during your graduate years. This will indirectly convey how 

strong your family bonds are and will validate your ties to the home country. 

   

What the Visa officer wants to know: The questions asked by the visa officer are generally very 

standard ones and can be found on the numerous MS in US groups where trolls try to show off how 

they cracked the US visa interview as if that is the sum of their life ambitions (no offense intended). 

The consular officer wishes to check the authenticity of your candidacy, meaning you have ample 

financial resources to sustain yourself for the time you will be studying there so that you don't start 

dabbling in unauthorized employment and whether or not you are a verified grad student going for 

real studies (that's where the I-20 chimes in). So the former aspect arises from the concern that if you 

don't have enough resources to support yourself during your stint, it might lead to undue stress on you 

as well as for the community, hampering your studies and ultimately culminating in you dropping out 

of grad school and taking up some local employment at a garage or at a mom & pop grocery store 

without the consent of the US govt. All this sounds very apocalyptical but the concern is justified. 

 

The latter apprehension wherein the visa authorities grill you to see if you are a real candidate, 

stems from the need to weed out the fake universities that are mushrooming in US with every passing 

day. There are plenty of namesake universities which don't follow due procedure for selecting students 

during the admission process and worst case scenario, students are guaranteed a spot in the batch as 

long as they pay the admission & tuition fees. They are awarded degrees without having to attend a 
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single class the whole semester. It is the responsibility of the visa officer to flush out these illegitimate 

students and the scam universities they are going to.   

  

The questions generally go like this- 

 

 Which university?  

 Who is funding you (university or personal)?   

 How much is the bank covering (If loan)?   

 Who is taking care of the remainder amount?   

 What is the profession of the person funding you and what is their annual income? Might want to 

check the financials (bank statements, property details, FDs, ITR, etc.).   

 Why this university, why this program?  

 Which other universities did you apply to?   

 What are the scores (GRE/TOEFL/undergrad CPI)?  

 Which is your undergrad institute?  

 What would be the topic of your research?  

 Do you have identified any professor of choice and his/her area of focus?  

  

A comprehensive list of questions can be found here.   
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Also be sure to carry as many documents as possible in a folder:   

 Passport, 

 I-20,  

 DS-160 confirmation page,  

 Visa appointment page,  

 Admit letters,  

 Funding documents,  

 Loan approval statements from bank,  

 GRE/TOEFL scorecards,   

 College transcripts,  

 Degrees or college bonafide certificate, 

 ITR for previous three financial years,   

 Employment-related pages (offer letter, exit letter, pay slips), 

 A copy of your latest resume and 

 Photographs.                

  

The 221g curse: If your area of research is remotely related to any of the topics mentioned in the 

Technology Alert List (TAL), then there is fair chance you will be handed a 221g slip a.k.a. the green slip 

at the end of your visa interview and the status will go into administrative processing. It is neither 

accepted nor rejected. You would have to then submit a ton of information as mentioned in the 221g 

slip including a resume, professional & academic references, education background, list of 

publications, the nature of the research you have done previously and the one that you intend to do 

during your time at US, current and past positions held (more from an employment perspective), 

funding sources, travel dates and contact information of university international office alongside 

invitation letters from the school. However, no need to panic, the approval usually comes within 4-8 

weeks. It is just a routine check they do on the person to see if s/he can use the items on the TAL for 

some dual-use (most of the items have a relatively benign application alongside a potent 

strategic/sensitive one from the military or defense point of view). 

 

The only thing that you need to do is submit all the asked documents within a few days’ time 

after the visa interview and wait patiently for your status to change on their official visa portal. Do 
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notify your professor and university international office as the visa authorities will most certainly 

contact them to ascertain the credibility of your visa application. Keep one thing in mind: unfortunate 

as it may sound but once a 221g, always a 221g meaning if you get a slip during your undergrad 

internship for J-1 visa, you will get the same slip when you apply for an F-1 visa to go to grad school as 

well as later during your H1B visa for employment. So try and avoid it as far as possible. I know a few 

friends who have conveniently paraphrased their work in such a way that they haven't technically lied 

but have safely side-stepped the words on the TAL and got their visa approved right away. So be smart, 

read the TAL words carefully before the interview and tweak your answers so as to avoid the sensitive 

words altogether. 

 

If you are nervous and need preparation and guidance about visa interviews, I will recommend to book 

a mentor from foreignadmits.com for Visa Interview preparation. It certainly helps. 

 

Travel plans: Book your tickets once the visa is approved and be sure to buy yourself some initial 

insurance that encompasses both travel (flight) and medical liabilities for a week or two. Most 

universities offer their own bulk health-insurance cover so it's the best thing to opt for instead of going 

for individual insurance from any random third-party provider. Ideally, one must reach the university a 

week before start of the semester so as to setup the house, get familiarized with the campus and 

his/her own neighborhood. Also can book a call with potential mentors or international students at 

foreignadmits.com and get the recommendations about insurance and initial stay period. 

 

One thing to look out for while booking a flight is that immigration at the first port of entry (the 

first airport where you land in the US) is quite lengthy and can take up to 2-3 hours. I distinctly 

remember a 2 hours queue at Newark Airport which almost led me to miss my connecting flight to 

Dallas a few years ago. Thus, while finalizing your travel plans, ensure you have a good 3-4 hours of 

gap between two connecting flights at the port of entry. Also, if the layover it too short, there are issues 

with transporting the luggage and many times it might not be lifted into the connecting flight by the 

ground staff. The recommended travel sites are makemytrip, ixigo, cleartrip and even oistay.com. But 

also check with them about student benefits of the luggage and discounts. Prefer a comfortable flight 

rather than a low-cost carrier as in the end it would end up on similar expense as in decent ones the 

food and beverage are free. Moreover, it is always advisable to fly with a person going to the same 

university so connect well with folks on WhatsApp or Facebook groups from your school prior to 

confirming your ticket. 
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My 2 cents on the overall grad school app process: See to be dead honest, no application is 

perfect. You can't have the best of everything - best undergrad institute, best rank in the class, highest 

CPI and GRE/TOEFL scores, impeccable employment records, papers in high impact factor journals, 

jaw-dropping internships, well-articulated essays, etc. If you do possess all these attributes in your 

profile, take it from me, you are a very rare species. Even my application had some inherent 

weaknesses such as a sub-9 CGPA despite being Department Rank 1, the fact that my institute was not 

amongst the top 5 IITs, my internships were in modest universities and such. I did feel deterred initially 

while applying to the likes of MIT, Stanford, UCB, Caltech, etc. but there was a quote from the American 

sitcom Modern Family that struck a chord in my heart. Some folks did discourage me from applying 

and even blatantly said I might not get into the ambitious lot with the kind of deficiencies in my profile. 

It is in this context that I remembered the following motivating lines by Jay Prichett, the protagonist in 

the show:   

  

You wanna know what drove Jay Prichett? People telling me I wasn't good enough. There's something 

about a person telling you that you can't do something! It just lights the competitive fires, drives us to take 

risks, opens us up to new opportunities....... everything I did, I did to prove the naysayers wrong. So to 

everyone who didn't think I was good enough, "How do you like me now?”     
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THANKS! 
I hope you enjoyed reading this book! 

This book has been crafted with great attention to detail for all Grad School aspirants & applicants. 

 

I’d love to hear your thoughts. 

  

 

  

 

[ANURAG ROY]  

Click here to connect with me!!  
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~ GLOSSARY OF TERMS ~ 

   

AWA (Analytical Writing Assessment) – GRE Essay section which comprises of two parts: the issue 

essay and argument essay.  

  

Ambitious Schools – Schools which are traditionally regarded as difficult ones to crack but not 

impossible to crack.  

  

DS-160 confirmation Page – It is an online nonimmigrant Visa application form which is available for 

temporary travel to United States.     

  

Google Scholar – It is a freely accessible search engine that indexes full text or metadata of scholarly 

literatures across an array of publishing formats and disciplines.  

  

GRE (Graduate Records examination) –A standardized and essential test used to fetch admissions in 

various grad schools. GRE consist of 5 sections.  

  

iBT (Internet based Test) – The TOEFL iBT is delivered via internet to measure reading, listening, 

speaking and writing skills. It is administered online at testing sites around the world.  

  

I-20 Form – It is a “certificate of eligibility for nonimmigrants (F1) student status” issued by SEVP – 

certified schools (Student and Exchange Visitor Program) that provides supporting information on a 

student’s F or M status.  

 

Moderate Schools – Schools where there is a fair chance of being admitted if everything goes well with 

the application but the assurance is not there.  

  

Personal Statement – It is a short reflective essay of ~500 words that narrates about the aspirant’s 

background, culture, motivations, life experiences, challenges, career aspirations etc. highlighting the 

complete persona of an individual.  

  

ResearchGate – A social Platform where scientists and researchers share papers, ask and answer 

questions and find collaborators.  

https://www.foreignadmits.com/
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Safe Schools – Schools where you are certain to receive one admit and having an assurance of 90% 

that they will revert back.  

  

Scopus- It is a bibliographic database containing abstracts and citations for academic journal articles.  

  

SCI (Science Citation Index) – It is a subset of Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) containing journals 

that rank competitively among the most highly – cited core journals in their category.  

  

Statement of Purpose (SOP) – A 1000 – 1200 long essay that clearly states the committee about the 

aspirant’s professional interests, what influenced him to adopt that career path and plans for the 

future.  

 

Teaching Assistant – An individual who assists a teacher with instructional responsibilities.  

  

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) – A standardized test to measure the English Language 

ability of non – native speakers wishing to enroll in English –speaking universities. It Constitutes 4 

sections.  

  

221 g slip – This slip is issued when an essential information is missing from an application or an 

application which is placed on administrative hold.  
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How foreignadmits can help you? 
 

1. Personalized 1-to-1 Mentorship - An exclusive process in which aspirants can avail 

guidance and counselling from international mentors & field experts available overseas. They 

will help you have a better transition to the colleges abroad, starting from profile evaluation, 

career counselling, specific information, application & document reviewing, guidance on other 

important things about your application like Scholarships, Waivers, etc. One can book a free 

orientation call and get personalized guidance with the international mentors via 

foreignadmits.com. Click here to book a call. 

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/book-online  

 

2. Customized Application timeline -The mentors available here at foreign admits can help 

in analyzing the profiles, scores, schedules and preferences thoroughly to create a customized 

timeline so that you can’t miss any important deadlines for the universities.  

You can click here to avail this service. 

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/   

 

3. Profile Evaluation - A process evaluating an aspirant profile for different courses with 

respect to the eligibility criteria of the universities. One can get the expert advice and 

unprecedented guidance about the profiles from best of the mentors and field experts available 

at foreignadmits.com  

Click here to get a complete guidance from our international experts  

  https://www.foreignadmits.com/plans-pricing  

 

4. University Shortlisting - A critical step when applying to universities abroad, is to select 

which colleges to apply to. The experts available at foreign admits can help in finding an ideal 

combination of universities for you in such a way that you receive the best possible outcome 

and can enroll yourself in the best of universities across the world.   

Click here to get unlimited guidance and assistance from the team of experts. 

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/services   
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5. SOP and Resume review - Resume review is a service designed to equip and prepare 

students to achieve professional success. Our expert mentors drafted flawless SOPs and 

received great letter of recommendations during their application process themselves which 

played a vital role in receiving those coveted admits. One can avail this complimentary service 

at the most competitive prices exclusively at foreignadmits.  

You can click here to SUBMIT PROFILE to avail exclusive offers. 

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/   

 

6. Guide Selection and funding Opportunities - Application process does not begin unless 

you know the professors you want to work with? Most of the times, it's hard to know whether 

the concerned professor has adequate funding to support graduate students. Well, you no 

longer need to worry. One can get access to this vital information in deciding the scholarship 

outcomes with the help of best of mentors available online.   

Click here to get to know more about the funding opportunities. 

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/plans-pricing  

 

7. Mock Visa Interview – So after the application submission Mock visa Interview becomes a 

crucial part of application process and the mentors available at Foreign admits will help you in 

preparing for that. They will ask carefully crafted questions in such a way that one can prepare 

well and know what to expect in actual interview.   

You can also book a call and get best of the guidance to crack your visa interview by just simply 

clicking on the link given below & submitting your profile here.  

 https://www.foreignadmits.com/ 

 

8. Post Admission Guidance – Once the admission process gets over, pre – departure 

information, financial planning and aspects like accommodation becomes very important in an 

aspirant’s life. We at Foreign Admits try to provide the best possible services to make your 

journey hassle free and streamlined.  

One can get an access to all these valuable information by simply clicking on the link given below 

or by submitting your profile here.  

https://www.foreignadmits.com/book-online  
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RECOMMENDED SERVICE PROVIDERS 

Nomad Credit is a platform for international students which provides numerous 

products and services for their journey. Nomad credits helps the international 

students to search for academic institution, student loan, student loan 

refinancing, personal loan, auto loan, auto insurance, student medical insurance, 

renters insurance and credit card options. Click here to discover more: Get 

Admission Guidance  

Remitout is an online international money transfer company which offers the 

best exchange solution to send the money abroad. With no extra margins one 

can buy or sell foreign currency or money transfer at live exchange rates. Quick 

online money transfers, buying and selling of foreign currency cash with best 

forex rates and forex cards are all just a click away.   

Click here to get a good remittance of money just with a click away.  

Get FOREX Services  

Credenc is a tech enabled platform which facilitates the access to education 

loans more affordable and transparent by leveraging its partnerships with 

multiple banks and NBFCs that offer customized loan products and finance 

schemes. They offer the best rate of interests and fastest response time. 

Credenc works with almost all financiers who are active education lenders. 

Credenc Offers You the Best Rate Of Interest Among Lending Partners, With No 

Need To Visit Banks and Superfast Approvals Within 7 Days. 

 Click here to know more: Get Loan Assistance  

Some of their partners are:  
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FOR ALL OTHER GUIDANCE & OFFERS- 

                          

Grab the E-Book     Profile Evaluation        Join the WhatsApp & Facebook Community 

Premium WhatsApp Groups  

Join the Exclusive & Premium WhatsApp groups for interacting with other serious 

aspirants and for more guidance.  

Join them by signing up here- http://bit.ly/whatsapp_fa   

1. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in US  

2. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in UK  

3. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in Canada  

4. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in Europe  

5. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in Australia  

6. foreignadmits MS, MBA, PhD in Asia  

7. foreignadmits Loan Assistance  

8. foreignadmits Visa Assistance  

9. foreignadmits FOREX Assistance  

10. foreignadmits Accommodation Assistance  

11. foreignadmits Travel Assistance  

 (These groups are SPAM free and Invite Only)  

Join the Mega Premium & Invite Only Community here - 

http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup  
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ADDITIONAL OFFERS & SERVICES  

 International Remittance – Since you are moving abroad you probably might be interested 

in knowing the best option for money transfer from your home country to your foreign bank account 

that won’t cost you high bank fees in between.   

Just become the part of this foreignadmits group by clicking on this link and get exclusive deals on 

various remittance services. - http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup  

 

 Loans - With opportunities growing across globe studying overseas is expensive, and many 

students find it hard to fund their international studies. Are you looking for international student loans 

or study abroad loans, Foreign admits can help you in that. With our exclusive loan partners you can 

avail exciting deals and make use of various schemes with which you can find right loan in seconds 

which will help you to pursue your education abroad.  

Just click on the link below and become the part of this premium foreignadmits group in order to avail 

exciting deals on Loans. - http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup 

 

 VISA – So once the application process is over the next step is to apply for VISA. Students who 

aspires to study for their dream university they have to apply for VISA. The application process to apply 

for VISA can be confusing as it varies from country to country. So we at Foreign admits has a best team 

of mentors that will guide you to obtain a study visa abroad. Follow the expert advice by becoming the 

part of Foreign admits and enjoy your exciting journey of study abroad.   

Just click on the link below to discover a new window of opportunity.- 

 http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup   
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Forex – Since you are just one more step closer to become a part of your dream university. Our 

official forex partners have years of expertise which guide the students who wish to study abroad and 

fulfill their career dreams. Our team not only makes your study abroad process simpler but also helps 

in saving your money with the help of expert advice. You can buy forex online at the cheapest rates 

available in the market. So no more worrying about the fluctuating foreign exchange rates, our forex 

partner will hedge the currency risk and get the foreign currency transferred to your account while you 

study abroad. You can use following forex platforms to make your life hassle free.  

      

Join the foreignadmits premium group and take their advice by clicking on the below mentioned link. 

- http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup  

 

 Travel – So after taking admission a bunch of questions is hovering over your mind. Travelling is 

one of them. How to go?   

Don’t worry Foreign admits will help you in planning your journey in most comfortable manner with 

the help of its travel partners like:  

                                        

In order to know more about their exciting offers and deals just click the link below and join 

foreignadmits premium group: http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup  
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 Accommodation Abroad – Accommodation become another big headache for organizing 

the study abroad. It may seems daunting but don’t panic we at foreign admits tries to bridge this gap 

by helping you in searching the right house you want. With the help of experts we try to help the 

students by providing a platform to discover, compare and book an accommodation. Click the link 

below and join the group in order to get valuable assistance to avail safe, secure and value for money 

accommodation with the help of our partners. Register here-  http://bit.ly/highereducationgroup  
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